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What is pruning? 
Cutting away dead or overgrown 
branches to increase fruit 
production



Why prune? 
● Develop strong tree structure
● Provide light
● Control size
● Remove damaged wood
● Encourage balanced growth
● Maintain health
● Increase fruit production



When to prune?
● Late winter to early spring

Why?

● Trees are dormant
● Wounds heal easier
● No leaves make it easier
● Bark is less likely to tear
● Minimizes risk of infection



Sanitation
It is important to clean your pruners to prevent spread of 
disease among trees.

Always treat your tools with bleach water to disinfect 



Open vs Central leaders
Open Center AKA Vase

Best with peaches, apricots and 
plums

Central leader- central branch 
continues off of trunk

Best for apple, pears, cherry, plum



What to prune
● Suckers and sprouts
● Weak secondary branches
● Cross limbs
● Too much vertical growth
● Broken branches
● Double leaders

















https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teno0-BTMs4

https://www.starkbros.com/growing-guide/article/central-lead
er-pruning-fruit-trees

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teno0-BTMs4
https://www.starkbros.com/growing-guide/article/central-leader-pruning-fruit-trees
https://www.starkbros.com/growing-guide/article/central-leader-pruning-fruit-trees



